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Abstract

Background: The critical evaluation of Hadith narrators (Jarh and Ta'deel)
IS a rigorous yet essential scholarly process for safeguarding the Prophetic
tradition. Methodological divergences between early and late scholars have
occasionally led to critical discrepancies—exemplified by instances where
later scholars prematurely authenticated weak narrators or weakened

authentic ones.

Objectives: This study investigates the critical methodology of lbn
Khaldun regarding Hadith narrators and the methodological principles he
employed. It specifically examines his approach to categorizing and
evaluating narrators, independent of textual authenticity analysis except
where relevant to narrator critique. Furthermore, it evaluates his critical
positions on specific categories of narrators, such as those accused of Tadlis
(concealment), religious innovation (Bid'ah), fabrication, suspicion of lying,

and memory confusion (Ikhtilat).

Keywords: Hadith Narrator, Tadlis, Bid'ah, Fabricator, Accused of

Lying, Confused Narrator (Mukhtalit), Ibn Khaldun, Hadith Criticism.
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