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Abstract

In a previous study published in Issue 69 of this journal, the researcher examined five of the ten
prophetic characteristics attributed to the Messenger of Allah #: his never experiencing a wet

dream, the absence of a shadow, the earth concealing his excrement, flies not settling upon him,
and his eyes sleeping while his heart remained awake. The present study examines the remaining
five: his ability to see those behind him, his not yawning, his being born circumcised, animals
recognizing and submitting to him when he rode them, and his being taller than those seated with
him such that no one surpassed him in height. These characteristics became widely circulated in
works of Prophetic biography (sirah), descriptions of the Prophet (shama’il), and some works of
Islamic jurisprudence, and were transmitted among students of Islamic knowledge. They also
appeared in a six-verse poetic composition whose author remains unidentified.

The study aims to establish the authenticity of these characteristics and distinguish what is
soundly established from what is not. It employs an inductive method to collect relevant reports
and scholarly transmissions, a critical-analytical method to examine their chains of transmission
and textual content and assess their authenticity, a comparative method to present the differing
positions of scholars, and a deductive method to derive the study's conclusions. The study
concludes that the Prophet's & seeing those behind him during prayer is established as a real,

extraordinary occurrence, but there is no evidence to extend this characteristic to all
circumstances. His not yawning, however, is not established as a distinctive characteristic, and
the strongest reports on the subject are mursal. Likewise, there is no sound and explicit evidence
that he was born circumcised; rather, it is more likely that he was circumcised after birth, with the
view also reported that his grandfather, ‘Abd al-Muttalib, circumcised him. Even if his being born
circumcised were established, this would not necessarily constitute a distinctive prophetic
characteristic, since others are also reported to have been born circumcised. Numerous hadiths
establish that animals recognized the Prophet & and responded submissively to him, thereby

confirming the essential basis of this characteristic. As for the claim that he was taller than all
those seated with him, or that he exceeded in height tall men walking alongside him, it is not
established, and the reports concerning it are subject to criticism. Nevertheless, his commanding
presence and the awe and veneration he inspired in those who saw him are established, and this
is a matter of scholarly consensus. The study concludes that prophetic characteristics cannot be
established merely on the basis of their circulation in works of sirah and prophetic characteristics;
rather, they require sound evidence, while a distinction must be maintained between an
established description of the Prophet # and a characteristic involving an extraordinary

occurrence.

Keywords: Prophetic Characteristics; Prophetic Miracles; Prophetic Biography; Weak
Reports in Sirah; Authentic Reports in Sirah; Seeing Those Behind Him; Yawning of the
Prophet; Circumcision of the Prophets; Animals and the Prophet; The Prophet's
Gatherings; Hadith Criticism.
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e al-Tamhid lima fT al-Muwatta’ min al-Ma‘ani wa-al-Asanid, Yusuf ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Abd al-Barr, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘riif wa-akhartin, Mu’assasat al-
Furqan lil-Turath al-Islami, Landan, Britanya, al-Tab‘ah al-aila: (1439H - 2017M).

e Tanzih al-Shari‘ah al-marfii‘ah ‘an al-Akhbar al-shani‘ah al-mawdu‘ah, ‘Al1 ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Iraq al-Kinani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Abd al-Wahhab ‘Abd al-Latif wa-
‘Abd Allah al-Ghumari, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayriit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula:
(1399H).

e al-Tanwir Sharh al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-San‘ani, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: D. Muhammad Ishag Muhammad Ibrahim, Maktabat Dar al-Salam, al-Riyad, al-
Su‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1432H - 2011M).

e Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-°Asqalani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Fariq
Rasa’il Majistir bi-Kulliyat al-Hadith al-Sharif bi-al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyah bi-al-Madinah
al-Munawwarah, Jam‘Tyat Dar al-Barr, Dubayy, al-Imarat, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1443H
- 2021M).

e Tahdhib al-Lughah, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Azhari al-Harawi, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
Muhammad ‘Awad Mar‘ab, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-
ala: (2001M).

e al-Jarh wa-al-Ta‘dil, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
Matba‘at Majlis Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyah, Bihaydar Abad al-Dukan, al-Hind,
al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1371H - 1952M).

 Hadith Abi al-Hasan al-Sukkari, ‘Alf ibn ‘Umar ibn Muhammad al-Harbi, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: Barnamaj Jawami‘ al-Kalim, al-Shabakah al-Islamiyah, (makhttit manshar), al-
Tab‘ah al-ula.

« Hilyat al-Awliya’ wa-Tabaqat al-Asfiya’, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Asbahani (Abt
Nu‘aym), tahqiq wa-takhrij: Lajnat min al-‘Ulama’, Matba‘at al-Sa‘adah, al-Qahirah,
Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1394H - 1974M).

« al-Khasa’is al-Kubra, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyiti, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘TIlmiyah, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1405H - 1985M).

o Dala’il al-Nubuwwah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Asbahani (Aba Nu‘aym), tahqiq wa-
takhrij: D. Muhammad Rawwas Qal‘aji wa-‘Abd al-Barr ‘Abbas, Dar al-Nafa’is, Bayrit,
Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1406H - 1986M).

e Dala’il al-Nubuwwah, Isma‘il ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl al-Taymi (Qawam al-
Sunnah), tahqiq wa-takhrij: Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Haddad, Dar
Tibah, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1409H - 1988M).

« Dala’il al-Nubuwwah wa-Ma‘rifat Ahwal Sahib al-Shari‘ah, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-
Bayhaqi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: D. ‘Abd al-Mu‘ti Qal‘aji, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrit,
Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1405H - 1985M).
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e Zad al-Ma‘ad f1 Hady Khayr al-‘Ibad, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyah, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Shu‘ayb al-Arna’it wa-‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’tt,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayrat, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1417H - 1996M).

e Subul al-Huda wa-al-Rashad, fi Sirat Khayr al-‘Ibad, Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Salihi
al-Shami, tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjiad wa-‘All Muhammad
Mu‘awwid, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1414H -
1993M).

« Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Da‘ifah wa-al-Mawdt‘ah, Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani,
tahqiq wa-takhrij: al-Mu’allif, Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-
ala: (1412H - 1992M).

e al-Sunnah, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hartn al-Khallal al-Baghdadi, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: D. ‘Afiyah al-Zahrani, Dar al-Rayah, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ula:
(1410H - 1989M).

e Sunan al-Darimi (Musnad al-Darimi), ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi,
tahqiq wa-takhrij: Husayn Salim Asad al-Darani, Dar al-Mughni, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah,
al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1412H - 2000M).

e Sunan Abi Dawud, Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Sijistani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Tiltuf
Husayn al-Dahlawi, al-Matba‘at al-Ansariyah, Dahli, al-Hind, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1323H).
e al-Sunan al-Saghir lil-Bayhaqi, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Bayhaqi, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
‘Abd al-Mu‘tt Amin Qal‘aji, Jami‘at al-Dirasat al-Islamiyah, Karatshi, Bakistan, al-
Tab‘ah al-ula: (1410H - 1989M).

e al-Sunan al-Kubra, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Bayhaqi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Muhammad
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrait, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah:
(1424H - 2003M).

« Sharh Riyad al-Salihin, Muhammad ibn Salih ibn Muhammad al-Uthaymin, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: Dar al-Watan, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1426H).

e Sharh al-Zurgani ‘ala al-Mawahib al-Laduniyah bi-al-Minah al-Muhammadiyah,
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Baqi al-Zurqani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
al-Khalidi, Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyah, Bayriit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1417H -
1996M).

e Sharh al-Sunnah, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘td al-Baghawi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Shu‘ayb al-
Arna’tt wa-Muhammad Zuhayr al-Shawish, al-Maktab al-Islami, Dimashq wa-Bayriit,
al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1403H - 1983M).

 Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, ‘Al ibn Khalaf ibn ‘Abd al-Malik (Ibn Battal), tahqiq wa-
takhrij: Abt Tamim Yasir ibn Ibrahim, Maktabat al-Rushd, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-
Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1423H - 2003M).

« Sharh Mushkil al-Athar, Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tahaw1, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Shu‘ayb
al-Arna’tt, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1415H - 1994M).
o al-Shari‘ah, Abti Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Ajur al-Baghdadi,
al-Muhaqqgiq: al-Dukttr ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar ibn Sulayman al-Dumiji, Dar al-Watan,
al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1420H - 1999M).

« Sahih al-Targhib wa-al-Tarhib, Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
al-Mu’allif, Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1421H -
2000M).

« Sahih Ibn Hibban, Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Busti, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Muhammad ‘Ali
Stinmiz wa-Khalis Ay Damir, Dar Ibn Hazm, Bayriit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-uila: (1433H
- 2012M).
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e Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah, tahqiq wa-takhrij: D.
Muhammad Mustafa al-A‘zami, al-Maktab al-Islami, Bayrat, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-
thalithah: (1424H - 2003M).

e Sahih Sunan Abi Dawid, Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: al-
Mu’allif, Mu’assasat Ghiras, al-Kuwayt, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1423H - 2002M).

« Sahth Muslim, Muslim ibn al-Haj;jaj al-Nisaburi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Muhammad Dihni
Afandi wa-akhariin, Dar al-Tiba‘ah al-‘Amirah, Istanbal, Turkiya, al-Tab‘ah al-ula:
(1334H).

« al-Tabagat al-Kabir, Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn Mani‘ al-Zuhri, tahqiq wa-takhrij: D. ‘Ali
Muhammad ‘Umar, Maktabat al-Khanji, al-Qahirah, Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1421H -
2001M).

 Ghayat al-Sal fT Khasa’is al-Rasil, ‘Umar ibn ‘Alf al-Ansart (Ibn al-Mulaqqin), tahqiq
wa-takhrij: ‘Abd Allah Bahr al-Din ‘Abd Allah, Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyah, Bayrit,
Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1414H - 1993M).

o Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Ahmad ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
Majmi‘at Muhaqqiqin, Maktabat al-Ghuraba’ al-Athartyah, al-Madinah al-
Munawwarah, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1417H - 1996M).

« Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-° Asqalani, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: Muhibbu al-Din al-Khatib wa-Muhammad Fu’ad Abd al-Baqi, al-Maktabah al-
Salafiyah, al-Qahirah, Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1380H - 1390H).

e Fayd al-Qadir Sharh al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, Muhammad ‘Abd al-Ra’tf al-Manaw1, tahqiq
wa-takhrij: Lajnat min al-‘Ulama’, al-Maktabah al-Tijariyah al-Kubra, al-Qahirah, Misr,
al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1356H).

o al-Kamil fi Du‘afa’ al-Rijal, Ahmad ibn ‘Adi al-Jurjani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Adil Ahmad
‘Abd al-Mawjid wa-‘Ali Muhammad Mu‘awwid, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrit,
Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1418H - 1997M).

e Kashf al-Khafa’ wa-Muzil al-Ilbas, Isma‘il ibn Muhammad al-‘Ajlini, tahqiq wa-
takhrij: ‘Abd al-Hamid ibn Ahmad ibn Hindawi, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyah, Bayriit,
Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1420H - 2000M).

« Kifayat al-Talib al-Labib fi Khasa’is al-Habib (al-Khasa’is al-Kubra), ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Abi Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyiiti, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-ula:
(1405H - 1985M).

e Lisan al-‘Arab, Muhammad ibn Mukram Ibn Manzir, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Lajnat min al-
Lughawtyyin, Dar Sadir, Bayriit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah: (1414H).

e Lisan al-Mizan, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Abd al-
Fattah Abt Ghuddah, Maktab al-Matbii‘at al-Islamiyah wa-Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyah,
Halab wa-Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1423H - 2002M).

e al-Majrahin min al-Muhaddithin, Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Busti, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
Mahmid Ibrahim Zayid, Dar al-Wa‘y, Halab, Siiriya, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1396H).

e Majlisan min Amali al-Jawhari, al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Muhammad (Abt Muhammad al-
JawharT), makhtiit nushira fi Barnamaj Jawami‘ al-Kalim al-Majani al-Tabi* li-Mawqi*
al-Shabakah al-Islamiyah.

« al-Ahad wa-al-Mathani, Ahmad ibn ‘Amri ibn al-Dahhak ibn Mukhlid al-Shibani (Ibn
AbT ‘Asim), tahqiq wa-takhrij: D. Basim Faysal Ahmad al-Jawabirah, Dar al-Rayah, al-
Riyad, al-Su‘adiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1411H - 1991M).

 Mirqat al-Mafatth Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih, ‘Ali ibn Sultan Muhammad (Mulla Qari),
tahqiq wa-takhrij: Lajnat min al-‘Ulama’, Dar al-Fikr, Bayrat, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula:
(1422H - 2002M).
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e al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihayn, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Nisabir,
tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Adil Murshid wa-akhariin, Dar al-Risalah al-‘Alamiyah, Dimashg,
Suriya, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1439H - 2018M).

e Musnad al-Bazzar, Ahmad ibn ‘Amrii al-Bazzar, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Mahfiiz al-Rahman
Zayn Allah wa-‘Adil ibn Sa‘d, Maktabat al-‘Ulim wa-al-Hikam, al-Madinah al-
Munawwarah, al-Su‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1988M - 2009M).

e Musnad al-Shamiyyin, Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Hamdi ibn
‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayriit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla:
(1405H).

e al-Musnad al-Sahih al-mukhraj ‘ala Sahth Muslim (Abt ‘Awanah), Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq
al-Isfarayini, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Fariq min al-Bahithin bi-al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyah, al-
Madinah al-Munawwarah, al-Su‘tidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1435H - 1438H).

e al-Musnad al-mustakhraj ‘ala Sahih al-Imam Muslim, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
Asbahani (Abt Nu‘aym), tahqiq wa-takhrij: Muhammad Hasan Muhammad Hasan
Isma‘il, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrtt, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1417H - 1996M).
e al-Musannaf, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Shaybah al-°AbsT, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
Sa‘d ibn Nasir al-Shathri, Dar Kuniiz Ishbiliya, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla:
(1436H - 2015M).

e al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat, Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Abti Mu‘adh
Tariq ibn ‘Awad Allah wa-Abu al-Fadl ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Husayni, Dar al-Haramayn,
al-Qahirah, Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1415H - 1995M).

e Mu‘jam al-Shuyikh, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Jumay‘ al-Ghassani al-Saydawi,
tahqiq wa-takhrij: D. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, Mu’assasat al-Risalah wa-Dar al-
Iman, Bayriit wa-Tarabulus, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1405H).

e Mu‘jam al-Sahabah, ‘Abd al-Baqi ibn Qani‘ al-Baghdadi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Salah ibn
Salim al-Misrati, Maktabat al-Ghuraba’ al-Athariyah, al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, al-
Su‘iidiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-alé: (1418H).

e al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Hamdi ibn
‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi, Maktabat Ibn Taymiyah, al-Qahirah, Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-
thaniyah.

e Ma‘rifat Asami Ardaf al-Nabi salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam, Yahya ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab Ibn Mandah, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Yahya Mukhtar Ghazzawi, al-Madinah lil-
Tawzi‘, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1410H).

e Ma‘rifat al-Sunan wa-al-Athar, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Bayhaqi, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
‘Abd al-Mu‘tt Amin Qal‘aj1, Jami‘at al-Dirasat al-Islamiyah wa-Dar Qutaybah, Karatshi
wa-Dimashq, al-Tab‘ah al-ala: (1412H - 1991M).

e Ma‘rifat al-Sahabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Asbahani (Abii Nu‘aym), tahqiq wa-
takhrij: ‘Adil ibn Yisuf al-‘Azzazi, Dar al-Watan, al-Riyad, al-Su‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah al-
ala: (1419H - 1998M).

e al-Muntaga min Masmti‘at al-Diya’ al-Maqdisi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid al-
Magqdisi (al-Diya’), tahqiq wa-takhrij: ‘Umar ibn Bassam wa-Mash‘al ibn Hasan Al
Salman, al-Hay’ah al-‘Ammah lil-‘Inayah bi-Tiba‘at wa-Nashr al-Qur’an wa-al-Sunnah,
al-Kuwayt, al-Tab‘ah al-ula: (1437H - 2016M).

e al-Mu’talif Takmilat al-Mu’talif wa-al-Mukhtalif, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi, tahqiq wa-takhrij: Abai ‘Asim al-Shawam, al-Maktabah al-‘Umariyah wa-Dar
al-Dhakha’ir, al-Qahirah, Misr, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: (1444H - 2023M).
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» Mizan al-I‘tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Dhahabi, tahqiq wa-takhrij:
‘Ali Muhammad al-Bijawi, Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Bayrit, Lubnan, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: (1382H -
1963M).

e al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa-al-Athar, Majd al-Din Abi al-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak
ibn Muhammad Ibn al-Athir, tahqiq: Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi - Mahmid Muhammad al-
Tanahi, al-Nashir: al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyah - Bayriit, (1399H - 1979M).
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