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Abstract

Among the challenges faced by hadith critics in identifying defects in
narrators is tadlis (concealment or obfuscation in narration), a subject that
has long puzzled many scholars in this field—whether in defining its
boundaries, understanding its applications, or identifying narrators who
engaged in it or were described by it. This study focuses on a distinguished
critic who devoted considerable effort to serving and defending the Sunnah,
authoring, explaining, and verifying valuable works: Sheikh Ahmad Shakir
(may Allah have mercy on him). However, as with any human endeavor,
his works are not without shortcomings. A review of his investigations and
commentaries revealed that his treatment of tadlis in his criticism warrants
closer examination—both in clarifying its definition and in understanding its
applications, which often overlap in multiple ways. This research aims to
outline his methodological approach, define its boundaries, and compare his
principles and practices with those of other prominent scholars, to ascertain
his position regarding tadlis. The study specifically addresses narrators who
practiced tadlis and how Sheikh Shakir dealt with them, while references to

individual hadiths are limited to a narrow scope.

Keywords: tadlis, mudallis (narrator practicing tadlis), narrator,

methodology, criticism
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